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The President, Deans, Faculty, Staff, Board of Trustees, Students, Alumni, and Friends of The General 
Theological Seminary extend a warm welcome to you on this joyous occasion: the 135th anniversary 
of the consecration of the Memorial Chapel of the Good Shepherd. 
 
Upon its consecration on October 23, 1888, Presiding Bishop John Williams of Connecticut placed 
this Chapel under the "spiritual jurisdiction" of all the Bishops of The Episcopal Church, intending it 
to serve as a center for worship, prayer, and formation for the whole Church. 
 
The Chapel was designed by renowned New York City architect Charles C. Haight, the son of The 
Rev. Benjamin Haight (class of 1831 and organizing Rector of St. Peter’s Chelsea). Haight considered 
the Chapel of the Good Shepherd to be the crowning achievement of his career. With its 166-foot-
tall tower modeled after the Chapel of Magdalen College, Oxford, and its soaring wooden ceiling 
inspired by Chapel of Keble College, Oxford, it was a faithful interpretation of an old-world collegiate 
chapel, designed and built for a Seminary of New York's Gilded Age. 
 
Located in the spiritual and geographical heart of the Close, few places in the United States more 
powerfully evoke the mystery of Ordination than the Chapel of the Good Shepherd. Along the central 
aisle, and dividing the altar from the nave, are three sets of virtues - classical, Christian, and theological 
- all of which are cultivated in candidates for Holy Orders through regular prayer and worship. 
Inscribed on the chapel walls is the ordination prayer from John Durel’s 1670 Latin Translation of the 
1662 Prayer Book (translated by Durel into Latin for use in collegiate chapels): "Receive the Holy 
Ghost for the office and work of a Priest in the Church of God, now committed unto thee by the 
imposition of our hands…” These words are as a perpetual reminder to worshippers of the sacred 
ministry to which they have been called. 
 
An initial $125,000 gift for the construction of the Chapel of the Good Shepherd was generously 
donated by Dean Eugene August Hoffman's mother, Mrs. Glorvina Rossell Hoffman, in memory of 
her recently deceased husband Samuel Verplanck Hoffman.  As we mark the 135th anniversary of this 
Chapel's dedication, we pause to reflect on the generous spirit that made this sacred space possible. 
Then, as now, the Seminary relies on the support of its alumni and friends. In celebration of this 
significant milestone, we humbly ask for your continued generosity to uphold this treasure of The 
Episcopal Church, so that another century of Christian leaders might be nurtured under the loving 
gaze of the Good Shepherd. 
 

 
Scan here to give to General Seminary 

 
To mark the celebration of the 135th Anniversary of the Consecration of the Memorial Chapel of the 

Good Shepherd, a special choral setting of our evening canticles has been commissioned from 
composer Buck McDaniel, Artist in Residence at The General Theological Seminary. The alumni 

gathering throughout the week will feature additional choral offerings composed by Ray Francis Brown, Professor of 
Music 1935-1963, and David Hurd, Professor of Music 1976-2015. 
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Evensong 
 
Organ Voluntary 
A Cloud of Witnesses       `    Buck McDaniel (b. 1994)           Artist in Residence 
 
All standing upon the entrance of the faculty 
Preces  
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Invitatory             Christ, Mighty Savior 
         David Hurd (b. 1950) 

Director of Chapel Music (1976-1984) 
Professor of Church Music (1984-2015) 
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The Psalter 
Remain standing for the singing of the Psalm 
 
The psalm is sung antiphonally. All begin together and sing the entire first two verses. Starting with the third verse, we 
alternate sides by whole verse beginning with the Dean’s side.  
 
Psalm 36, Dixit injustus               Ray Francis Brown (1897-1965) 

Director of Chapel Music (1935-1963) 
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Ray Francis Brown (1897-1965) 

Director of Chapel Music (1935-1963) 
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Psalm 39 Dixi, Custodiam         David Hurd (b. 1950) 
Director of Chapel Music (1976-1984) 

Professor of Church Music (1984-2015) 
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All are seated when the Officiant sits for the lesson. 
 

Old Testament Lesson              Sirach 6:5-17 
 
5 Pleasant speech multiplies friends,  

and a gracious tongue multiplies courtesies.  
6 Let those who are friendly with you be many,  

but let your advisers be one in a thousand.  
7 When you gain friends, gain them through testing,  

and do not trust them hastily.  
8 For there are friends who are such when it suits them,  

but they will not stand by you in time of trouble.  
9 And there are friends who change into enemies,  

and tell of the quarrel to your disgrace.  
10 And there are friends who sit at your table,  

but they will not stand by you in time of trouble.  
11 When you are prosperous, they become your second self,  

and lord it over your servants;  
12 but if you are brought low, they turn against you,  

and hide themselves from you.  
13 Keep away from your enemies,  

and be on guard with your friends.  
14 Faithful friends are a sturdy shelter:  

whoever finds one has found a treasure.  
15 Faithful friends are beyond price;  

no amount can balance their worth.  
16 Faithful friends are life-saving medicine;  

and those who fear the Lord will find them.  
17 Those who fear the Lord direct their friendship aright,  

for as they are, so are their neighbors also.  
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All stand 
This setting was commissioned and composed for this service. 

Magnificat Sung by Choir      from First Service: Seminarii Theologici Generalis 
Buck McDaniel (b. 1994) 

Luke 1:46-55                   Artist in Residence 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, * 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 

For he hath regarded * 
the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold from henceforth * 
all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me, * 
and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him * 
throughout all generations. 

He hath showed strength with his arm; * 
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat, * 
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things, * 
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, * 
as he promised to our forefathers, 
Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
All are seated when the Officiant sits for the lesson. 
 
New Testament Lesson          Matthew 11:25-30 

 

25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 
you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them 
to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed 
over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one 
knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.  

28 “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble 
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.”  
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All stand 
This setting was commissioned and composed for this service. 

Nunc dimitis Sung by Choir      from First Service: Seminarii Theologici Generalis 
Buck McDaniel (b.1994) 

Luke 2:29-32                   Artist in Residence 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, * 
according to thy word; 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, * 
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, * 
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen 

 
The Apostles’ Creed  
Continuing to stand, all turn to the liturgical East (towards the altar) for the Creed. 

 

 
 
         I believe in God,     the Father almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth; 
 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 

          who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
          born of the Virgin Mary,  
           suffered under Pontius Pilate,   

          was crucified, dead, and buried.  
          He descended into hell.  

      The third day he rose again from the dead.  
     He ascended into heaven,  

         and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.          
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

          I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
          the holy catholic Church,          

the communion of saints,           
the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.   A   -  men 
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The Prayers 
 

 
 

Our Father,     who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Suffrages 

 
That thy holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That there may be peace to thy Church and to the whole world, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 
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That we may depart this life in thy faith and fear, and not be condemned before 
the great judgment seat of Christ, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That we may be bound together by thy Holy Spirit in the communion of [—— 
and] all thy saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 
 

Collects 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in Christ hast revealed thy glory among the 
nations: Preserve the works of thy mercy, that thy Church throughout the 
world may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of thy Name; 
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend 
us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, by whose grace all people everywhere are called to prayer, we 
remember with gratitude the Memorial Chapel of the Good Shepherd and its 
place within the life of the General Theological Seminary in the City of New 
York and we give thanks for the one hundred thirty-five years in which 
countless thousands have hallowed its walls by their intercession and prayer. 
Let our commemoration be an act of rededication so that the Chapel may 
continue to shape and deepen seminary life and serve as a witness to the 
presence of your kingdom in our midst; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
with you and the holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, world without end. 
Amen. 
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Office Hymn 
During the Office Hymn at Evensong the President is verged to the pulpit. 

Hymn 521                            Chelsea Square 
Ray Francis Brown (1897-1965) 

Director of Chapel Music (1935-1963) 
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Commemoration of Benefactors  
 
The annual Commemoration of Benefactors has been observed since the Eve of All Saints 1890, with a Bidding 
Prayer.   
 
President: 

Members and friends of this Seminary, I bid your prayers for the Church, the Body of 
Christ, and particularly for that household within it planted by God in this land, which we 
are bound to serve. 

 
Pray for those to whom in God’s name we entrust the authority of government, that there 
may be justice and peace at home and that, through obedience to God’s law, we may bring 
unity and co-operation among the nations of the earth. 
 
Pray for all Christian people that they may live in true faith and fear of God, and in love one 
toward another. 
 
Pray for all colleges, seminaries and schools (and especially for this Seminary) that God may 
bless all who teach and all who learn. 
 
Pray for the ministers of God’s Holy Word and Sacraments, for bishops, priests and deacons 
(and especially for those who have gone forth from this Seminary) that by their life and 
doctrine they may show forth God’s glory and set forward the salvation of humankind. 
 
Pray for those of the clergy and laity who serve this Seminary as its trustees, its teachers, its 
staff and administrators, and for the many whose hands are open for its support. 
 
Let us praise God for the bold and holy lives through which God has enlarged and lightened 
all human life and hallowed His Church.  Let us praise God for all who have departed this 
life in the faith of Christ; and especially for these, numbered among our founders: 

 
Theodore Dehon, 

John Henry Hobart, 
William White, 

bishops. 
Clement Clarke Moore, 

Jacob Sherred, 
John Pintard, 

devoted laymen of this city. 
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Let us praise God for all who have built and maintained this Seminary that its doors might 
be open to us, in our time; and especially these whose names are recorded among us: 

 
Mary Niven Alston, 

De Witt and Florence D. Brown, 
Margaret Chisholm, 

Charles Henry Contoit, 
 John Cooper, 

Ellen Ada Phelps Dodge, 
Mary Augusta Edson, 
Susan Maria Edson, 

Tracy Robinson Edson, 
Charles and Flora Foster, 

Ida Gomph, 
Chester Griswold, 

Glorvina Rossell Hoffman, 
Mary Crooke Hoffman, 

Samuel Verplanck Hoffman, 
George Atwater Jarvis, 
Madeline Hart Jenkins, 

Frederick Kohne, 
Charles W. Kuhns, 
George Lorillard, 
Elizabeth Ludlow, 

Clara H. Luts, 
Byron Miller, 

James F. Pierce, Jr., 
William C. Rhinelander, 
Mrs. Caleb B. Stetson, 

Peter Gerard Stuyvesant, 
Cornelius Vanderbilt, 

William Henry Vanderbilt, 
William Way, 

Sylvia Howland Wilkes, 
Thomas Witmer, 

 
all lay persons who believed in this Seminary and what it stands for. 

Pray for: 

Paul Matthews, bishop; 
William Ernest Eigenbrodt, 

Charles Lewis Gomph, 
John Scambler, 

William Copley Winslow, 
Charles Frederick Hoffman, 

James Boyd Davis, 
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Richard A. Norris, Jr. 
Thomas J. Talley 

Davis Given, 
priests; 

 
and 

Eugene Augustus Hoffman, priest and dean, our most munificent benefactor. 
 

Let us praise God for the first professors in the Seminary:  
Samuel Farmar Jarvis and Samuel Hulbeart Turner,  

the two priests who composed our beginning faculty;  
Bird Wilson, priest;  

Thomas Church Brownell and Benjamin Tredwell Onderdonk, bishops;  
Gulian Crommelin Verplanck, a layperson of this city. 

 
Let us praise God for the long succession of professors and deans whose teaching has given 
substance to the ministry of many of our clergy even to this day: 

 
Benjamin Isaac Haight, 

William Rollinson Whittingham, 
John David Ogilby, 

Samuel Seabury, 
Milo Mahan, 

Samuel Roosevelt Johnson, 
Samuel Buel, 

Andrew Oliver, 
Francis Vinton, 

John Murray Forbes, the first dean, 
George Franklin Seymour, 

Randall Cooke Hall, 
George Washington Doane, 

William Jones Seabury, 
George Henry Somerset Walpole, 

John Charles Roper, 
Thomas Richey, 

Charles Harris Hayes, 
Edward Hurtt Jewett, 

Charles Theodore Seibt, 
Philander Kinney Cady, 

Arthur Prince Hunt, 
Isbon Thaddeus Beckwith, 

Theodore Myers Riley, 
Wilford Lash Robbins, dean, 

Charles Carroll Edmunds, 
Charles William Edmond Body, 

Arthur Whipple Jenks, 
Hughell Edgar Woodall Fosbroke, dean, 

Loring Woart Batten, 
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Francis Branch Blodgett, 
Charles Homer Boynton, 

Herbert McKenzie Denslow, 
Francis Joseph Hall, 

Charles Norman Shephard, 
Dickenson Sergeant Miller, 

Thomas Sparks Cline, 
Howard Chandler Robbins, 
Frederick Joseph Kinsman, 
Frank Stanton Burns Gavin, 

Burton Scott Easton, 
John Alexander Richardson, 

Marshall Boyer Stewart, 
Miles Lowell Yates, 
Ray Francis Brown, 

Arthur Carl Lichtenberger, 
Cuthbert Aikman Simpson, 

Leonard Hodgson, 
Robert Semple Bosher, 

Powel Mills Dawley, 
Wood Bowyer Carper, 

Thomas James Bigham, Jr., 
Rachel Hosmer, 

Dora Phyllis Chaplin, 
Leonard Raver, 
Robert Hood, 

Stephen Fielding Bayne, Jr., dean, 
Samuel Joseph Wylie, dean, 

Lawrence Rose, dean, 
Boyce McLean Bennett, Jr., 

Orlando Sydney Barr, 
William Norman Pittenger, 

Harry Boone Porter, Jr., 
George West Barrett, bishop 

Richard A. Norris, Jr. 
Thomas J. Talley, 
Richard Corney, 

Mitties McDonald DeChamplain, and 
J. Robert Wright 

 
Let us praise God for all others of the teaching staff, instructors, lecturers, and tutors, who 
have departed this life, for: 

 
Frederick Curtiss Lauderburn, Arthur Corson Kelsey, and Rowland Johns Cox, chaplains;  

Reginald Rowan Belknap, Frank Strup, Allen McGowan, Harry Fuller, and Donald F. Bush, 
registrars and bursars. 
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Let us praise God for those who founded Fellowships and Professorships in this Seminary: 
 

Caroline Tallman, 
Euphemia Johnson, 

Emma Carrington Mayo, 
Mary Rhinelander King, 
Samuel De Witt Styles, 

and 
Harry Boone Porter, Jr., post mortem, and 

The Procter Fund of the Diocese of Southern Ohio in honor of Herbert Thompson, Jr. 
 

Let us praise God for all who have given of their means and life and love to this Seminary 
and who have cared that it be worthy of its mission. 

 
President: Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord,  
Assembly: and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 
President: Finally, let us pray for grace to be good stewards of what others have given to us, 
that in time to come others may be glad that we have lived and believed. 
Assembly: Amen 

 
At the conclusion of the prayers, the President is verged back to their stall.  

 
Dismissal 
 
Officiant: Let us bless the Lord 
Assembly: Thanks be to God 
 
 
Organ Voluntary 
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